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Mr. Speaker of the National Assembly of Côte d'Ivoire, 

Mr. President of the Arab Inter- Parliamentary Union, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, Distinguished Members of the Conference, 

Your Excellencies, members of the diplomatic 

Mr. Secretary-General of the African Parliamentary Union, 

Mr. Secretary-General of the ArabInter- Parliamentary Union, 

Distinguished Guests, 

 

Allow me, first, to convey the greetings of our brother and colleague Mr. Rachid 

Talbi Alami, Chairman of the African Parliamentary Union and President of the House of 

Representatives of the Kingdom of Morocco, who unfortunately could not attend this 

conference due to some last-minute urgent matters. He, therefore, did me the great 

honor of asking me to represent him in the conference.  

May I, first, express my sincere thanks and gratitude to the President, Government 

and people of Côte d'Ivoire for the warm welcome and generous hospitality extended to 

us. This confirms, once again, the spirit of friendship and openness characterizing Côte 

d'Ivoire and it reinforces its reputation as a sister African nation which cares deeply about 

its standing at African and international levels. Indeed, Côte d’Ivoire is today fully engaged 

in global efforts to serve democratic values and contribute to the consolidation of the 

institutional setup, while strengthening and enhancing African institutions. 

I should like to take this opportunity to commend the convening of this Afro-Arab 

Parliamentary Conference. I personally believe that it is important for various platforms 

of action to get together – just get together, regardless of the nature, content or 

outcomes of their discussions.  
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When African and Arab parliamentary institutions meet, this, in itself, is a positive 

thing because it provides an opportunity for networking and for the promotion of 

friendship - new friendships for some as well as old ones for others. When a meeting has 

specific political, cultural and historical significance, and when, in addition to that, it 

addresses a theme such as that of our conference today, this strengthens my belief - 

indeed our common belief - that this is a particularly important session. It also reinforces 

our conviction, as African and Arab parliamentarians, that we are facing common issues 

and that the bonds uniting us are both solid and diverse. 

I should like, in this respect, to express my appreciation and admiration for our 

parliamentarian pioneers, in the African and Arab parliamentarian spheres, who created 

this common parliamentary framework, provided for its legal, regulatory and political 

foundations and paved the way for us to walk along the same path, in a spirit of loyalty, 

conviction and confidence in the future. 

It gives me pleasure to take part in this Afro-Arab Parliamentary Conference 

because I care deeply about this parliamentary platform which brings together two 

influential groupings - the African and the Arab ones. Both are keenly aware of their 

historical roots and of their ability to shape the future. 

This parliamentary platform did not come from a vacuum. Indeed, Afro-Arab 

relations are not new; they are rooted in history, geography, culture and a common 

struggle – particularly against foreign colonial expansionism. Practically a third of the 

members of the Arab Parliamentary Union are geographically located in Africa. Similarly, 

we are all deeply aware of the political and geo-strategic importance of Arab and African 

countries. 

I realize how important it is that my country belongs to the African and the Arab 

world at the same time, and that the Constitution of the Kingdom of Morocco refers, both 

in the Preamble and in a separate article - Article 5 - to the Arab and the African 

components of the Moroccan identity, along with other vital elements which have 

fashioned not only our character but also our mental, civilizational, cultural and social 

mindset. 

It is a source of great pride that, in Morocco, we name many of our institutions and 

streets after African and Arab leaders and icons, as a token of special esteem for them; in 

this way, they are seared in our memory; in fact, we view them as an integral part of our 

national history and heritage. 
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As is clearly reflected in the preamble to the Statute of the Afro-Arab Parliamentary 

Conference (adopted in Dakar in March 1985), we are bound together by the spirit, 

principles and objectives of UN, African and Arab charters and conventions. Those texts 

determine the framework of our action and serve as a code of ethics that requires close 

cooperation among African and Arab brothers and friends. This calls for concerted efforts, 

greater dialogue and stronger ties between African and Arab parliaments and peoples to 

promote constant interaction. 

Needless to say, Arab and African countries have a shared historical heritage as 

shown by the writings of African and Arab historians and travelers, particularly Ibn 

Battuta, as well as in old compilations and geographical maps, particularly the famous 

map by Sharif al-Idrissi. These are just a few examples, and I am sure each one of you 

knows other facts or cases which attest to our shared historical, cultural and spiritual 

bonds. 

Through ethnic maps and the movements of old tribal groups across Arab and 

African regions, we realize the depth of the relations of kinship that existed and continue 

to exist till this day. We can also understand the paths followed by the representatives of 

a number of religious and mystical movements across Arab and African lands, and also 

pilgrimage, trade, maritime and Saharan routes, all of which attest to extensive exchange 

relations between Arab and African countries. There is nothing new or contrived here. 

This is a fundamental reality, with its own historical depth, geographic maps and cultural 

specificities – a reality that also has modern political, social and cultural extensions. The 

impacts of these exchanges can also be seen in a number of movies and plays, as well as 

in artistic and literary works, especially those produced by famous Africans and Arabs 

artists and creators, who made significant contributions to human knowledge and the 

aesthetic heritage of mankind, some of whom received a Nobel Prize for Literature while 

others earned the highest marks of recognition in the world. 

This means - Ladies and Gentlemen -that as we discuss the theme selected for our 

conference, namely the promotion of exchange relations between Arab and African 

countries for peace and sustainable development, we should keep in mind the historic 

dimension underpinning the Afro-Arab relationship. History is not just about the past. 

History is ever present through awareness of one’s roots, one’s present and one’s future, 

particularly if we build on it to properly understand all that brings us closer to one 

another, as Africans and Arabs, and makes us aware of our shared concerns and our 

common destiny. 
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We are meeting today to think about economic, social, scientific, cultural and 

educational issues, to consider ways and means for the promotion of solidarity, 

concertation and cohesive action in order to boost sustainable development, lay the 

groundwork for effective cooperation and integration, and promote peace, security and 

stability in our region and in the African and Arab world, especially in the light of the 

challenges facing our countries and our peoples, the major threats looming over our 

countries and the serious risks our regional economic communities are confronted with. 

Perhaps I need not recall the very disconcerting scourges facing us, such as 

terrorism - a cancer that has been spreading in Arab as much as in African countries - 

political unrest, armed confrontations, violence, extremism, organized crime, 

uncontrolled circulation of weapons, drug trafficking, deadly epidemics, human 

trafficking and migration. The latter has become a priority today, featuring high on the 

agenda of the international community, especially in Europe and the Mediterranean. 

My intention is not to paint a depressing picture of the challenges African and Arab 

countries are confronted with. We are all aware of them. 

Needless to say, we all have our own perception and critical assessment of things, 

depending on our standpoint and perspective. I personally believe - in all objectivity - that 

Arab and African parliamentary institutions can be part of the solution. We can make 

proposals and we can legislate; we are also mandated to exercise oversight and therefore 

have the ability to guide or re-focus public policies towards the most urgent priorities - 

towards approaches that best understand the changes and developments affecting our 

world today. 

It is a fact that, for a long time, Afro-Arab parliamentary relations were limited in 

scope; they were symbolic and often bilateral. However, since the end of the 1970s, there 

have been some bright moments, especially after the convening, in Nouakchott, of the 

first conference of the Union of African Parliaments. Then, the Afro-Arab Parliamentary 

Dialogue was launched, and it was further enhanced through several Arab and African 

parliamentary meetings, in addition to various Arab, African, Francophone and 

international parliamentary conferences which were held in Morocco. These meetings 

provided an opportunity for dialogue which enhanced prospects for Afro-Arab 

parliamentary action, leading to today’s conference in Abidjan. In this regard, we have 

some key expectations with respect to the development of our joint action, in addition to 

the promotion of our dialogue on cooperation mechanisms, stronger communication and 

more concerted Arab-African efforts in international forums. 
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If we managed, in the African and Arab worlds, to lay down joint development 

strategies, avoid scattering our efforts, agree on common visions, interpretations, 

initiatives and frameworks for institutional action on the basis of responsibility, dialogue 

and coordination at sub-regional and regional levels, in addition to joint bilateral working 

mechanisms; if we succeeded in rebuilding our Afro - Arab relations in a spirit of 

constructive interaction with international institutions concerned with our issues, our 

interests and the challenges we are facing, then we would surely bring about the right 

conditions for sustainable development, promote peace, security and stability, cater for 

the well-being of our peoples and respond positively to their developmental needs, while     

considering the needs of future generations. 

May I point -without going into any specifics - that the conditions conducive to 

security cannot be brought about without building and consolidating the nation state 

first. Indeed, truly democratic institutions need to be set up in addition to embracing the 

principle of constant constitutional, political, economic, social and cultural reform. Based 

on experience, we can say there is still much work to be done. We need to strive harder 

and learn not only from one another’s experiences, but also from the world around us 

and from the way it changes. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

During this conference, and perhaps in future meetings as well, we shall have to 

address the real, far-reaching questions posed in Africa and in Arab countries by the world 

around us. I think we all agree on the inherent relationship between peace, security, 

stability and development. Any one of us - even if we are not experts - realizes that peace 

and security issues are of paramount importance in our regions. Whenever peace and 

security are geopardized, development is automatically hampered. From this result 

capital flight, human and natural resources wastage, and reform failure. Even worse, the 

prospects for a dignified life - indeed life itself –are diminished. As a result, many risks 

emerge, including terrorist, criminal acts, leading to explosive situations, strife and wars. 

Ours is a tremendous historical, political, cultural, humanitarian and moral 

responsibility. As parliamentarians, we need to be more acutely aware of its scope and 

implications and, to live up to that responsibility. I think our level of awareness and our 

consciousness of the spirit of the times mean we can meet people’s expectations and we 

are capable of rising to challenges. 
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The ideas we have in common should translate into specific action. 

That is how history is written. 

By the same token, rational clear-sighted acts need the guiding light of bright ideas, 

so that great accomplishments can be made – accomplishments that make history. 

In today’s world, in which the need for peace, security, stability, cooperation, 

solidarity, friendship and trust has never been greater, I cannot but think of those 

towering African and Arab figures who led our countries to independence in Africa and 

the Arab world.  

Thank you. 

 والسالم عليكم ورحمة هللا تعالى وبركاته

 

Chafik RACHADI, PhD 
Deputy Speaker of the Moroccan House of Representatives 

 

 

 



 


